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of books at the end have, in varying degrees, been drawn upon
from time to time. Most of the information as to the position
of women at different periods has been supplied to me from the
as yet unpublished researches of Miss A. B, Dawson, M.Litt.
(Dunelm.), to whom, and to Miss M. M. Bone, B.A. (London),
my thanks are due for constant encouragement as well as for
help in checking and revising the manuscript.

By the illustrations I have sought to give pictures of the chief
phases of economic development, drawn as far as possible from
original sources. If they are not all from English sources (and
those who have worked over the field will realize how many
of the early woodcuts which illustrate English books of the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries were themselves imported from
abroad) I have been careful to exclude those of which the detail
is obviously foreign or is not typical of the civilization of Western
Europe of the time.
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